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Festival de la Francophonie 
* * * 

In March, a month long-celebration  
of the French speaking world 

 
 

Soirée Commune / Kick Off soirée 
 

Djembé, raclette, grio, tourtière, thiou… Don’t know what these words mean… or taste 
like? The Alliance Française and the Francophone community will help you find out. 
 
Friday, March 5  
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
54 W. Chicago Avenue entrance 
Adults $15, Children $5 - Reservations required as space is limited. 
 
“Ma patrie, c’est la langue française,” said Albert Camus –– “My country is the French 
language.” The Algerian-born author understood that all French-speakers, whatever their 
place of birth, are united in what is called La Francophonie. 
 
What is La Francophonie? It’s more than 175 million French-speaking people from over 50 
different countries, whose number has tripled in the last fifty years. French is still the world’s 
other global language, assert the authors of bestseller The Story of French, Jean-Francois 
Nadeau and Maud Barlow. 
 



La Francophonie represents a carnaval of cultures spanning the continents from Marrakesh to 
Montréal and from Toulouse to Tahiti.  
During this kick-off evening of the month long festival, there will be: 

- sample of food, dance and music 
- a raffle with cool prizes to win 

 
 
Le Festival de la Francophonie is made possible in part thanks to the support of: 
 

     
. 
 
Information and registration: http://www.af-chicago.org/app/Calendar.asp?event=555&type= 
  
 
 
 
 
 

FREE Events 
 
 
 

 
Soirée FRANCE 
With best-selling author Delphine de Vigan!  
In French. 
 
Monday, March 8  
6:30 p.m. 
54 W. Chicago Avenue entrance 
Free Admission 
 
The event will be followed by a book signing session of “No et Me”, wine will be served. 
The book will be available in French and English. 
 
On the International Women’s Day, the Cultural Services of the French Consulate in Chicago 
invite you to come and spend an evening with Delphine de Vigan, short-listed for the 2009 prix 
Goncourt and best selling author of “No et moi”, an intense, brilliant novel about home and 
homelessness.  
Translated in 20 languages and winner of Le Prix des Libraires (the prestigious Booksellers' Prize 
in France), “No et moi” is currently being made into a movie. 
 
>> About “No et Moi”, to be published in the USA by Bloomsbury in August 2010: 
Parisian teenager Lou has an IQ of 160, OCD tendencies, and a mother who has suffered 
from depression for years. But Lou is about to change her life—and that of her parents—all 
because of a school project about homeless teens. While doing research, Lou meets No, a 
teenage girl living on the streets. As their friendship grows, Lou bravely asks her parents if No 
can live with them, and is astonished when they agree. No's presence forces Lou's family to 



come to terms with a secret tragedy. But can this shaky, newfound family continue to live 
together when No's own past comes back to haunt her? 
 
 
>> About the author, Delphine de Vigan: 
De Vigan began writing her first book, Jours sans Faim [Days Without Hunger], in 2001 while 
working as a research director in a polling firm.  The novel, originally written under the 
pseudonym Lou Delvig, is a semi-autobiographical account of a 19-year-old girl's daily battles 
with anorexia. 
After this first publication, she quickly went on to release other titles such as Les jolis garçons 
[Pretty Boys], and Un soir de Décembre [One December Evening] in 2005.  In 2007 her 
bestseller No et Moi was published;  
Since then, de Vigan has been trying to devote as much of her time as possible to writing. In 
2008 she co-authored a collection of post-cards from the 1920s that has been published in 
English as Erotic French Post Cards (in French the title is Sous le Manteau). The same year 
she also collaborated with eighteen other authors on an anthology on French literature entitled 
Mots pour maux.  She is currently working on a new novel to be released in 2009. 
 
This program is made possible in part thanks to the support of la Délégation Générale de l’Alliance 
Française aux États-Unis and the Cultural services at the Consulate General of France in Chicago, in 
collaboration with the Rotary Club Paris Academy and with the generous support of the Jean Bodfish 
Brown Fund. 
 
 
 
Read an excerpt from “NO and Me”: 
Sunday’s the day for home experiments: the reaction of different types of bread at setting 
eight on the toaster (sandwich loaf, baguette, Viennese, multi-grain), how long it takes for 
footprints to disappear on the damp floor, how long a mouth print takes to disappear from a 
misted-up mirror, comparative resistance test of a scrunchie and rubber band from the 
kitchen, evaporation test of Nesquik compared to instant coffee. After detailed analysis, I 
make a fair copy of the synthesis of my results in a notebook kept especially for this purpose. 
Since No’s been in the house I’ve had to take care of her when she’s not at work, I mean. 
That’s a sort of experiment too, at a very high level, a large-scale experiment against fate.  
 
Information and registration: http://www.af-chicago.org/app/Calendar.asp?event=562&type=0 
 
 
 



Soirée SUISSE 
“Pas de Panique” (2006), a film by Denis Rabaglia  
in French with English subtitles. 
 
Thursday, March 11  
6:30 p.m. 
54 W. Chicago Avenue entrance 
Free Admission 
 
Wine and cheese will be served prior to the event. 
 
Following the screening of “Pas de panique”, Chicago-based historian, film critic and cultural 
affairs journalist Cliff Doerksen will conduct an audience discussion on today’s fast-paced 
world and the pressures, obstacles and fears we eventually have to face. Cliff Doerksen has 
contributed to the New York Times, the Chicago Reader, Time Out Chicago and the Public 
Radio International's This American Life. 
 
Synopsis:  
A tragi-comedy about fear of responsibilities - It is time for Ludovic Chambercy to succeed his 
father at the head of the family business: a big department store in Geneva. But faced with his 
new duties, Ludovic panics and even has dizzy spells. This man with everything for a happy 
life is diagnosed with hypegiaphobia or extreme fear of responsibility. Secretly, Ludovic starts 
group behavior therapy. While his lies spark off an incredible series of tragicomic events, 
Ludovic strikes up surprising friendships with other phobics in his group – such as Léon who 
can no longer stand untidiness or Clémence who cannot even bear one second of her own 
company. And if Ludovic is to find a cure at the end of the road, there will be a few surprises in 
store for him along the way...  
 
This program is made possible in part thanks to the support of the Swiss Benevolent Society of 
Chicago, the Swiss Club of Chicago, the Service de la Francophonie of the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs and the Consulate General of Switzerland in Chicago. For more information about 
Swiss movies, click here: www.swissfilms.ch  
 
Information and registration: http://www.af-chicago.org/app/Calendar.asp?event=560&type=0 
 
 
 
 



Soirée BELGIQUE 
 « Congo River » (2006), a documentary by Thierry Michel  
in French with English subtitles. 
 
Thursday, March 18  
6:15 p.m. 
54 W. Chicago Avenue entrance 
Free Admission 
 
A talk will complement the program and beer will be served. 
 
Berlin international Film Festival 2006, Best European Art et Essai Film. 
 
Synopsis:  
More than 4000 km through the immense forest equatorial... An expedition follows Stanley’s 
path up the majestic Congo River from the mouth all the way to its source. Beyond the 
technical and human performance (seven months of turning under extreme conditions), the 
journey leads us beyond the darkness of the tragedies and war to meet child soldiers and Mai 
Mai warriors. It is an hymn to life, with music by Lokua Kansa, in which joy and suffering, 
celebration and tragedy punctuate the lives of boatmen, fishermen, merchants and travelers. 
The journey is a very moving one and no one finishes it unscathed. 
 
This program is made possible thanks to the support of the Wallonia Trade & Investment Office in 
Chicago, the Belgian Tourism Office, the Honorary Consul of Belgium in Chicago and the Congolese 
Community of Chicago. 
 
Information and registration: http://www.af-chicago.org/app/Calendar.asp?event=563&type=0 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Soirée CANADA et QUÉBEC 
« Maman est chez le coiffeur » (2008), a film by Lea Pool  
in French with English subtitles. 
 
Wednesday, March 24  
6:30 p.m. 
54 W. Chicago Avenue entrance 
Free Admission 
 
Beer and snacks will be served before the film. 
 
 
Awarded in 2009 from the Vancouver Film Critics Circle and at the Jutra Awards. 
 
A coming-of-age movie that embraces a genre Quebec directors have made their own, from 
the art-house “Mon Oncle Antoine” (1971) by Claude Jutra to the inoubliable “Léolo » (1992) 
by Jean-Pierre Lauzon, and the much acclaimed “J’ai tué ma mère” (2009), by young director 
Xavier Dolan. 
 
Synopsis:  
Summer 1966, time to enjoy the summer holiday. Teenager Élise discovers that the sudden 
departure of her mother completely disrupts the family. Her brother Coco seeks solace in the 
garage, building a super racing car. Her youngest brother Benoît throws himself into his own 
inner world. The father seems absolutely overwhelmed by the situation. Élise decides to take 
control of her family in an attempt to save them.  Filmmaker Léa Pool brings an exacting 
sensibility to this family drama set in 1960s Québec, drawing assured performances from her 
talented team of child and adult actors to expose the cracks below the surface of the 
traditional nuclear family and the unbridgeable distance between the worlds of men and 
women in the pre-feminist setting.   
 
This program is made possible in part thanks to the support of La Société de développement des 
entreprises culturelles (Québec), Foreign Affairs Canada, the Consulate General of Canada in Chicago 
and the Québec Government Office in Chicago. 

 
Information and registration: http://www.af-chicago.org/app/Calendar.asp?event=561&type=0 
 
 

 
* * * 

All events are held at 
L’Alliance Française de Chicago 

54 W Chicago Av. Entrance 
Chicago, IL 60610 
www.af-chicago.org 

 (312) 337-1070        
Red line, Chicago. 

 

* * * 
 

ABOUT THE ALLIANCE FRANCAISE 
 

The Alliance Française de Chicago, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, is Chicago’s and the Midwest’s leading 
French cultural and learning center, dedicated to the study of French language, cultural exchange and 
friendship between Americans and French speaking people from around the world. 

 



As a language and cultural center, the Alliance Française of Chicago offers a wide range of classes for adults and 
children in addition to artistic, literary, culinary, musical, theatrical, and current event programming. A partnership 
with the Chicago Public Schools provides enrichment classes in French language and culture for Chicago public 
high school students and an ‘Award Towards Excellence Scholarship’ program. Conversation groups and a film 
club are also offered, as well as a lending library with an impressive selection of DVDs, books, and magazines.  


